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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-76
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members R. Brown, K. Brown, Newby and Gaffney 
Date of Introduction: February 13, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: February 15, 2018
Type of Action: City Charter amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends City Charter Article 21 – JEA - to create a requirement that JEA must install water and sewer mains and related facilities along all public highways and streets in “pre-consolidation urban areas” that are currently without City water and sewer service.
Background Information: The preamble of the bill states that many areas of the city that are unserved by public water and sewer systems have been promised connection to such systems since city/county consolidation in 1968, but only a very small number of such properties have ever been connected to public utilities while JEA has during the intervening years expanded its service area into St. Johns and Nassau Counties. The bill raises the issue of retrofitting these unserved areas as an important factor to be considered in the current discussion of the potential sale of the JEA to private investors. JEA has long had a policy that its system expands through the construction of utility infrastructure by private developers to serve new customers, and that it generally does not use revenues derived from current customers to build infrastructure for new growth. 
The Task Force on Consolidated Government in its 2014 report Blueprint for Improvement II made two recommendations with regard to infrastructure improvements promised at the time of consolidation:
1. Amend the Ordinance Code to require that a specified percentage of appropriated spending and authorized borrowing for the annual Capital Improvement Program budget be specifically used for projects in pre-consolidation urban areas that were promised but not delivered, such as roads, water lines, sewer lines, storm water drainage, and streetlights.
2. Amend the Ordinance Code to require appropriate independent authorities with responsibility for carrying out capital improvements projects in the pre-consolidated urban areas of the City to assess the unmet CIP needs in those areas and set aside an annual amount of their CIP budgets to address those unmet needs.

Policy Impact Area: Public utility connections to infill areas
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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